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Interim Executive Director Report 
Gene Purcell  

 
The first months of 2008 have proven to be both busy and productive for the ECB and its 
partners. 
 
As you all know, this budget year is expected to be a challenging one for all state 
agencies and ECB is no exception, and itÕs expected that the bulk of this yearÕs budget 
will be flat to slightly declining.  ECB staff is now deep in the budget process for the 
coming year.  However, at this point in the process, it is difficult to be more precise about 
the implications of the budget on ECBÕs work. 
 
In addition, the capital budget cycle is upon us as well and ECB staff is currently engaged 
in mapping out the 6-year capital plan that will be submitted to the Department of 
Administration.      
 
There are some big items to consider.  For example, in the next 6 years, ECB staff 
anticipates the replacement of the radio tower located in Brule that is home to WHSA-
FM and serves the upper northwestern portion of Wisconsin.   The tower, built in 1953, is 
identical to the WHHI tower currently in the process of being replaced at Highland.      
 
Another item that will be examined will be replacement of the broadcast interconnect that 
originates here in the Beltline building and carries the WPR, WPT, Emergency Alert 
System and Amber Alert signals throughout the state.  And, as always, the capital plan 
will include routine upgrades, repairs and maintenance of buildings and equipment.     
 
However, the work on the 6-year plan is a concrete reminder of how quickly technology 
is changing, and the challenge that presents to ECB staff.  Part of the ECBÕs mission, 
after all, is that of delivering programming through the use of technology.      
 
Even though the Òtraditional technologyÓ found in radio and TV remain relevant, those 
technologies and the uses for them are changing rapidly.   In addition, computer and web 
based technologies are playing a larger role at ECB than ever before, and new 
technologies and new uses for existing technology seem to emerge every week.  The 
work on the 6-year plan is an example of  planning for what we already know, and a 
certain amount of speculation about what we donÕt.     
 
After itÕs completion, you will see the 6-year capital plan later this year.   When you do, 
expect a lot of ÒtraditionalÓ capital projects,  but donÕt be surprised to see some new 
items. 
 
On another matter, I have spent a considerable amount of time working on the 
Educational Broadband Service (EBS) issue as directed by the Board at its January 
meeting.      



 
While the original motion directed me to bring a completed RFP to this board meeting, 
challenges in scheduling and the sensitivity of this issue have caused me to take a step 
back and reevaluate the process.      
 
In my report to Board members, you will see that I have recommended that ECB moves 
forward on this issue, and that if the Board chooses to become engaged in the leasing 
process, that an Òethics consultantÓ be retained to oversee the process. 
 
It is my feeling that, should the Board agree to move forward with the leasing process, 
the retention of this person should be the logical first step.     
 
Finally, this will be my last Board meeting while serving as the ECBÕs Interim Executive 
Director.        
 
It has been an eventful and challenging 10 months and during that time, I have gained 
additional appreciation for the work of the Board, the agency, its partners and ECB staff.   
Thank you for the opportunity.   
 
 

Delivery Division Operational and Project Update 
Terry Baun 

Director of Engineering and Operations 
  
Division Staffing 
 
No Division staffing changes were made during the quarter.  Our intention to add a 
temporary LTE position to handle the extended leaves scheduled during the next six 
months of operation was stymied by a lack of qualified applicants.  We will move 
forward with the present staff and scheduling adjustments as needed.  There is still one 
unfilled FTE position in the Operations Center, which at present we have no immediate 
plans to fill.   On the technology services sector of the Division, our new level of field 
technology position descriptions, which places increased emphasis on both broadcast and 
IT (computer/data) skills, has been presented by OSER to the affected bargaining unit 
and is under consideration there.  In conjunction with our Division response to the ECB 
budget lapse, we will leave unfilled the position of Director of Regulatory and 
Compliance, with those duties continuing to be shared by the Administrator and the 
Regional Technical Managers as currently assigned. 
 
Division Meetings 
 
!  The Division monthly telephone conference call with all Regional Technical 

Managers continued throughout the past quarter. These have proven to be an 
economical and effective means of maintaining regularly scheduled Division 
communications without travel expense.  



!  A full Division meeting was held February 20/21 in Wausau. Among the issues 
addressed were the upcoming capital budget cycle, digital transition issues, and site 
safety.  The meeting was well attended by managers and field staff. 

!  ECB representation at the April PBS and NAB Engineering Meetings in Las Vegas 
consisted of the Division Administrator, 3 division managers, and 3 engineers.  Two 
of our engineers received full scholarships to attend the PBS meetings. 

 
Operational Items 
 
!  Our Division study committee on our Newpoint TCAS remote control and monitoring 

system continues its aggressive stance with the technical and management 
representatives at Newpoint.  Significant progress has been made in shifting work on 
resolution of long term system performance issues back to the manufacturer, who has 
finally admitted the existence of previously denied shortcomings in both hardware 
and software implementation for this project. We continue to examine alternative 
hardware platforms within and without the TCAS system, as well as ultimately, their 
current failure to comply with the bid specifications for this project.   

!  In conjunction with ECB IT, the Delivery Division has established an on-line 
engineering reporting system and station equipment database, now undergoing beta 
testing.  This will allow monthly paper-free reporting for all engineers as well as 
provide an ongoing system operational history. 

 
Project Updates 
 
!  As previously reported, ECB and UW-Extension continue to evaluate the status of 

our combined 8 NCE-FM applications and work with our telecommunications 
consultants as well as other applicants.  It currently appears that ECB may receive a 
second Adams County station in Coloma and perhaps a permit for Rhinelander.  The 
UW-Extension has completed successful negotiations to receive a Construction 
Permit for a new FM station in Ashland, which ECB will construct in 2010, the same 
year we are scheduled to build our first new FM in Coloma.  

!  Bids have been let for new transmitters and the extension of HD radio service to 
WHWC, WHBM, WHHI, WHLA, WHDI, and AM station WLBL.  These projects 
should be completed by September of 2008. 

!  Bids are in preparation for the replacement of the WHHI tower in Highland, with a 
scheduled completion by the end of 2008. Additional land has already been 
purchased. 

!  In anticipation of the new FCC rules on Digital TV, ECB has developed an on-line 
Public File system for all five of our TV stations, which has been shared with our 
partners at WHA-TV. 

!  ECB Delivery Division is currently working with our partners at the Department of 
Transportation, Division of State Patrol, in repurposing our under-utilized Chilton site 
through installation of a new tower and building for DOT.  ECB will retain ownership 
of the site and will occupy space on the new tower and building for existing and 
future projects. 



!  The bid process is proceeding for small projects at the field sites, including air 
conditioning, roofing, paving projects, and tower painting and maintenance. 

!  ECB has applied for a Rural Utility Services federal grant to permit installation of 
auxiliary antennas and provide local digital encoding for the La Crosse, Park Falls, 
and Wausau TV stations. 

 
 
 

Education Division Update 
Lin Hanson 

Director of Education Services 
  
 

1. Project Updates 
• democracy it is! (middle and high school programs) has been designated a 2008 

Parents' Choice Recommended award winner. Judges said:  ÒÉthe end result is a 
program that has the ability to educate, expand viewers' social perspective, and 
most importantly, inspire them to lend their voices and their actions to worthwhile 
community causes. democracy it is! feels more like a socially responsible field 
trip than time spent staring at a television screen.Ó 

• Democracy it is! (elementary programs) also received the 2007 NETA Award for 
Best Instructional Series in the Instructional Media Category at their annual 
conference in January. 

• World Languages Assessment: Get in the Mode! – This series completed its field 
shoots. Programs will show best practices in world language instruction from 
Wisconsin teachers and will feature commentary by DPIÕs world language 
consultant Pam Delfosse and Paul Sandrock, assistant content and learning team 
director. 

• Personal Financial Literacy Ð The second meeting of the Advisory Committee 
was held in March. The project goal is to provide information, resources and 
professional development resources for students and teachers on personal 
financial literacy. 

• Datacasts Ð Datacasts to schools are continuing. The datacast web site - 
www.datacastwisconsin.org contains the schedule and a list of series available. 
Forty-three school districts currently receive instructional programs through 
datacasts.  

• State, Local and Tribal Government Ð The first meeting of the advisory 
committee is tentatively scheduled for June. DPIÕs social studies consultant and 
American Indian studies consultant are advisors to the project. 

• TeacherLine Ð ECB continues to partner with PBS to offer TeacherLine 
professional development courses to Wisconsin teachers. Course catalogs are 
distributed at workshops and conferences.  

• Soundwaves~Wisconsin Youth Radio Festival winners are: 
o ÔWar of the WorldsÕ: submitted by Southport Elementary School, Kenosha Unified School District 
o ÔBake SaleÕ: submitted by Northwoods Community Sec School, Rhinelander 
o ÔUltimate Packer FanÕ: submitted by Northwoods Community Sec School, Rhinelander. 
o ÔOne Minute Talk ShowÕ: submitted by Heritage Elementary School, De Pere. 
o Judges choice: ÔPEEPSÕ submitted by Whitehorse Middle School, Madison. 



Honorable Mention: 
1. ÔStop All the Clocks, Cut Off the TelephoneÕ, submitted by Steffen Middle School, Mequon 
2. ÔAre You Smarter than a Bully?Õ submitted by Heritage Elementary School, De Pere 
3. ÔFlorida Alligator WarningÕ submitted by G-E-T Schools, Trempealeau 
4. ÔA Haunted HouseÕ submitted by Whitehorse Middle School, Madison. 

Winners will produce their programs at the Wisconsin Public Radio studios for 
broadcast on Sunday, May 11 from 8:00 to 8:30 p.m. on the Ideas Network Old 
Time Radio Drama with Norman Gilliland. 
 

 
2. Conferences, Presentations and Workshops 
• Education division staff will present workshops this spring at the Judicial 

Teaching Institute (Madison), CESA 7 (Green Bay), CESA 2 (Milton), Wisconsin 
Council for the Social Studies Conference (Madison),  Wisconsin Educational 
Media and Technology Association (Milwaukee), and Title One Conference 
(Wisconsin Dells). Additional workshops are scheduled during the summer.  

 
 
3. Partnership Outreach Activities 

• The teacher materials for Hometown Stories La Crosse are nearing completion by 
the curriculum development team in La Crosse. They will be posted at the web 
site prior to the broadcast. 

• Wisconsin War Letters invites students in grades 9 through 12 to interpret primary 
source narratives from Wisconsin citizenÕs World War II experiences by creating 
dramatic readings, video displays and multimedia presentations. This project is 
coordinated by the ECB, Wisconsin Public Television, Wisconsin Public Radio 
and the Wisconsin Historical Society. www.ecb.org/warletters  

• Education staff is working with Wisconsin Public Radio staff from To the Best of 
Our Knowledge to make the resources on the web site more accessible to 
educators through database enhancements and correlations to WisconsinÕs 
Academic Standards.  

• Approximately 630 entries in the Reading Rainbow Young Writers and 
Illustrators Contest were received this year. Judging takes place in April and first 
place winners in each grade K through 3 will be submitted for national judging. 

• Education staff is working on the planning committee for the WPT Kids Open 
House scheduled for August1, 2008 

 
 
 
4. Print and Web Publications 

• The Interconnect newsletter can be found monthly at ECBÕs web site Ð 
www.ecb.org/Interconnect20. Educators can check here for schedule information, 
program updates, and articles of interest. 

 
 
5. Instructional Programming 

• Teacher Advisory Committee Meetings were held in Ashland, Eau Claire, West 
Salem, Madison, Milwaukee and Green Bay in February and March to review 



current instructional programming and select new programs for the 2007-2008 
school year.  

 
 
    
 

Wisconsin Public Television 
James Steinbach 

Director of Television 
 
Development 
 
Among recent large gifts -- We received a $60,000 gift from the West Foundation in 
Manitowoc as a lead gift for Hometown Stories: Manitowoc - Two Rivers.  In addition to 
that, we receive a $100,000 gift to help build a small town fund for the HTS series and a 
$100,000 gift, over four years, for ChildrenÕsÕ Outreach.   
 
 
March pledge 
Statewide totals for March pledge were $720,608  -- down about 8% from last yearsÕ total 
but better than our 05 and 06 drives.    Average pledge results over the past 5 March 
drives are $734,000.   
 
Garden Expo 
The 15th annual Garden Expo was a great success, despite extremely bad weather. Public 
attendance was 16,400 people Ð down a bit from last year, but net revenue was about 
$4,000 higher. 
 
400 exhibitor booths occupied the 100,000 sq.-ft. exhibition floor space.  An additional 8 
seminar rooms and 2 demonstration stages provided more than 100 free educational 
sessions to the public. We also did a live radio broadcast with WIBA, and several 
segments for morning TV shows. 
 
Approximately 300 community volunteers assisted over the four days of exhibitor setup, 
the public show, and exhibitor strike.  
 
 
Production 
 
Wisconsin Young Artists Compete:  The Final Forte: 
Wisconsin Public Television, Wisconsin Public Radio and the Madison Symphony 
Orchestra worked together to produce and broadcast the final round of the Bolz Young 
Artist Competition which featured four, amazing, high school aged musicians.  The 
young artists rose to the top of two rounds of state-wide competition, winning the 
opportunity to perform with the MSO in front of a live audience in Overture Hall in 
Madison Wednesday April 2.  The concert, which was also the final round of 



competition, was broadcast live on Wisconsin Public Radio, and recorded in HD for 
broadcast on WPT Saturday April 5 and Monday April 7.  Milwaukee Public Television 
will broadcast the event May 4 at 1:30 p.m.  WPT will also rebroadcast the event in May.  
 
Hometown Stories: 
Hometown Stories-LaCrosse:  The next documentary in the Hometown Stories series is 
nearly complete.  HTS-LaCrosse will be broadcast Monday May 12, at 8 p.m.  Premiere 
events in LaCrosse are scheduled for May 6 and 7.  Associated curriculum materials, 
created by a group of LaCrosse area educators in partnership with the ECB, are nearly 
complete and will be available via the web in time for the broadcast.  Fundraising is 
underway for future HTS episodes in the Manitowoc/Two Rivers, Racine and 
Ashland/Bayfield areas. 
 
Promotion plans are underway. We are expecting coverage in the La Crosse Tribune, will 
contact interest groups in the area, and place ads. 
 
Sports:  WPT coverage of the Badger sports teams has wrapped up for the season.  WPT 
covered 34 events including 4 womenÕs volleyball games, 4 womenÕs hockey games, 9 
womenÕs basketball games and 17 menÕs hockey games.  Conversations are underway for 
a similar package of sports coverage for next season. 
 
30 Minute Music Hour: 
This new music and interview series, hosted and produced by Andy Moore, has launched 
and is receiving very positive feedback.  Each program is streamed live as it is taped in 
the studio.  Three half-hour programs are produced each month, all taping and streaming 
on the same day and then broadcast, one program per week, on The Wisconsin Channel.  
Programs are also being broadcast later on WPT.  The next taping is Tuesday April 22 
with musical guests The Crest playing a twist of hip hop and rap; The Kissers, one of 
WisconsinÕs best known and hardest working music exports playing some rowdy Irish 
rock; and Victoria Vox who puts the four string ukulele front and center and is called 
Òone of the purest musicians touring the country today,Ó by the Pittsburg Tribune.   
 
Director’s Cut: 
Production on this new Wisconsin Channel series is beginning this month.  This series 
features interviews with Wisconsin independent filmmakers along with excerpts from 
their work.  Some films will also be shown in their entirety on The Wisconsin Channel in 
conjunction with the Director’s Cut broadcasts.   The production plan includes taping 2-4 
episodes one day per month in the studio, then airing the programs weekly on The 
Wisconsin Channel.  This month Director’s Cut will interview Erik Gunneson about his 
comedy/gangster feature length film ÒMilk PunchÓ and Amrys O. Williams who directed 
the short film ÒI Have A SisterÓ which is the story of how an adverse reaction to a 
vaccine left her younger sister with brain damage.    
 
State of the Tribes: 



WPT covered the State of the Tribes address to the legislature on Tuesday February 26.  
WPT streamed the event live, and broadcast it later that same day on The Wisconsin 
Channel.  Excerpts were also included in that weekÕs episode of Here and Now. 
 
Education: 
Production continues on the 7 part World Languages teacher development series.  
Delivery is August 1, 2008.  Plans are also in the works for a project on Personal 
Financial Literacy. 
 
Awards: 
democracy it is!, an Educational Communications Board project produced in partnership 
with WPT has won a national Parents Choice Award. 
 
Additional awards that have recently been announced: 
   
From the 6-state Northwest Broadcast News Association: 
1st Place in Photojournalism for Necedah Wildlife Essay that aired on In Wisconsin; 
1st Place in Sports Play-by-Play for the Wisconsin MenÕs Basketball vs. Ohio State game; 
1st Place in Talk/Public Affairs for In Wisconsin; 
And an Award of Merit in the Documentary/Special category for Great Lakes Legacy – 
An In Wisconsin Special.   
 
From the Milw aukee Press Club: 
1st Place Ð Best Public Affairs Reporting:  Poster Patients, an In Wisconsin segment; 
1st Place Ð Best Documentary: Fill ‘er Up:  The Glory Days of Wisconsin Gas Stations; 
1st Place Ð Best Public Affairs Program:  In Wisconsin 
1st Place Ð Best TV Photo in News Sports or Feature:  White Deer segment from In 
Wisconsin; 
2nd Place Ð Best Commentary:  New Pork, New Pork that aired in Here and Now; 
2nd Place Ð Best Feature or Lifestyle Story:  Photo Artist, an In Wisconsin segment; 
2nd Place Ð Best Feature or Lifestyle Series:  PTSD series that aired in In Wisconsin. 
 
From the Wisconsin Broadcasters Association: 
1st Place - Hard News/Investigative: In Wisconsin PTSD series; 
1st Place - Special Interest:  Wisconsin Young Artists Compete:  The Final Forte (2007 
event); 
3rd Place - Feature: White Deer segment that aired on In Wisconsin; 
3rd Place - Editorial/Commentary:  New Pork, New Pork that aired in Here and Now; 
And in the Series or Documentary Category, WPT won TWO awards Ð 1st Place for 
Inside Challenge Academy and 2nd Place for Wisconsin Hometown Stories-Green Bay. 
 
Programming 
 
February ratings were up, which continues to demonstrate the mercurial nature of 
audience patterns. November was way down, and February was up quite a bit. 
 



The Wisconsin Channel 
Anecdotal information is quite positive. WeÕre very pleased with The 30-Minute Music 
Hour (which also airs on the primary channel), and looking forward to debuting 
Director’s Cut in May. 
 
Digital TV Transition 
WPT is now airing spots produced by PBS that feature Norm Abram and Kevin 
O'Connor from This Old House. We will produce spots of our won as we plan to exceed 
the FCC requirements for consumer education. We'll also develop a speakers bureau, 
upgrade our Web site and include information in each issue of Airwaves. 
 
 
Community Outreach 
 
Reading Rainbow Young Writers & Illustrators Contest 
WPT and the Educational Communications Board have once again partnered to sponsor 
the 14th annual Reading Rainbow Young Writers & Illustrators Contest. This contest 
gives children from kindergarten through third grade the opportunity to write and 
illustrate their own story. Prizes are awarded for the top story in each grade as well as for 
writing and illustration achievement. And every child who participates receives a 
Certificate of Achievement signed by Reading Rainbow host LeVar Burton.  This year 
there were a record number of entries, with 630 children participating.  The cutest title 
was The Two New Lions, But They Weren’t Married.  
 
Caring for Your Parents 
Almost half of American adults between the ages of 45 and 55 have children under the 
age of 21 as well as aging parents. These adults Ñ  commonly called the Òsandwich 
generationÓ Ñ  walk into uncharted and tumultuous waters as parents become children 
and children become parents, and this turnaround can cause tensions among parents, 
caregiving children and siblings. The 90-minute program, Caring For Your Parents, 
broadcast April 2nd, explored new, creative approaches to caregiving.  During the film, 
volunteers from the University of Wisconsin-Extension, Wisconsin Alliance for Family 
Caregiving and Wisconsin Family Caregiver Support Program responded to over 105 
viewer calls concerning parental caregiving, housing, legal and financial issues, 
AlzheimerÕs care, etc. Five community screenings are also planned in Dane, Bayfield and 
Winnebago Counties.   
 
Reel to Real: King Corn 
Libraries from Oneida to Walworth Counties are participating in the spring Reel to Real 
film screening event: King Corn, an ITVS film about recent college graduates Ian Cheney 
and Curt Ellis who leave the east coast for rural Iowa, where they decide to grow an acre 
of the nationÕs most powerful crop. 
 
 
 
 



Wisconsin Public Radio 
Phil Corriveau 

Director of Radio 
 
  
WPR Audience and Revenue up in 2007 
 
Wisconsin Public Radio ended calendar year 2007 in very good shape.  Membership 
revenue was up 4.4%, from $5,029,255 in 2006 to $5,250,922.  Underwriting revenue 
went from $1,291,497 in 2006 to $1,452,028, an increase of more than 12%. 
 
Audience was also up significantly, according to Fall 2007 Arbitron estimates.  Total 
unduplicated cumulative weekly audience for both networks was up 4% over Spring 2007 
to 423,600; Average Quarter Hour over the same time period increased by 16% to 
25,200.  This was the best Arbitron audience survey weÕve had in recent history.  It was 
particularly gratifying to see that cume was up 10% and average quarter hour up 21% 
from Spring 2006, which was the last rating period before we made significant program 
changes in the summer of 2006.  The latest ratings show that the program changes were 
successful in attracting new audiences, and causing the existing audience to listen longer. 
 

Wisconsin Public Radio Arbitron Estimates 
 
               Spring Õ06               Spring Õ07                 Fall Ô07 
  
WPR Total Audience 
 Cume   383,400  400,000  423,600            
 AQH     20,900    22,500           25,200 
  
WPR Ideas Network 
 Cume   249,900  248,400         278,200  
 AQH     10,700    11,800          13,400  
  
WPR News and Classical 
 Cume   181,000  201,700         203,100 
 AQH     10,200    10,700           11,800 
  
Source:  Arbitron:  Mon Ð Sun, 6:00 AM Ð midnight, Spring Õ06, Spring Õ07 and Fall Ô07 
 
National Programs 
The Fall 2007 Arbitron estimates also showed that the national audience for Calling All 
Pets is at an all-time high: 187,000 pet lovers every week listened on more than 100 
stations. This compares with one year ago, when we had 122,000 listeners nationwide, an 
increase of more than 50%.  Most of the increase was due to stations in Washington D.C. 
and Dallas picking up the show.  Tom Clark and Dr. Paster also showed significant gains.  
Arbitron Fall 2007 national audience numbers show an upward trend with a 10% increase 
in listeners. Zorba Paster On Your Health is carried by 74 stations and is heard by 



141,000 fans coast to coast each week.  To The Best Of Our Knowledge has gained 
listeners nationally over the years, and is now heard by 258,600 people on 108 stations.  
And WPRÕs longest running national program Whad ‘Ya Know, is heard by 
approximately 1.25 million listeners nationwide, on 286 stations. 
 
News Fellowship 
Wisconsin Public Radio is offering a nine-month, paid fellowship for a recent college or 
university graduate who is serious about journalism as a career.  The Lee Ester News 
Fellowship is possible thanks to a $250,000 gift from WPR major donor Leota Ester of 
Appleton. This fellowship will provide the opportunity for the successful candidate to 
learn hands-on reporting, editing and broadcast journalism in a professional setting.  
Interest drawn from LeotaÕs gift will fund the programÕs annual costs. The gift honors her 
late husband, Lee, who died in 2006 of AlzheimerÕs disease.  He was a dedicated 
journalist, an avid Wisconsin Public Radio listener and he served on the board of the 
Wisconsin Public Radio Association from 1992-1998.  The successful recipient of the 
fellowship will be considered a general assignment reporter based in Madison, and will 
cover a variety of stories.   WeÕve begun recruiting recent graduates nationwide to fill this 
position.  WeÕre hoping to have our first fellow in place by July.   
 
Final Forte 
Once again WPR co-sponsored and carried a live broadcast of ÒThe Final Forte,Ó on 
April 2, featuring the four young finalists of the Madison Symphony Orchestra's Bolz 
Young Artist Competition. This year's finalists were Hong-En Chen on piano, Leah 
Latorraca on violin, Chauntee Ross on violin, and Naomi Latorraca on piano. They 
performed with the Madison Symphony Orchestra under the direction of John DeMain at 
Overture Hall in Madison. The presentation was hosted by WPRÕs classical music host 
Lori Skelton, and Wisconsin Public Television's news and public affairs director, Kathy 
Bissen.  
 
Neil Silva 
The winners have been announced for the 2008 Neale-Silva Young ArtistsÕ Competition, 
which recognizes outstanding young Wisconsin classical performers who demonstrate an 
exceptionally high level of artistry. The competition was possible with a grant from the 
estate of the late UW-Madison professor Eduardo Neale-Silva, with additional support 
from Wisconsin Public Radio, the University of Wisconsin-Madison School of Music and 
J.W. Pepper & Son, and was open to musicians aged 17 to 26, who are residents of, or 
students in, Wisconsin. The winners are: Amy Lauters, piano; William Martin, piano; 
Michael Smith, piano; Brian Viliunas, clarinet; and the String Quartet from Lawrence 
University in Appleton (Danielle Simandl, violin; Katie Ekberg, violin; Sarah Bellmore, 
viola; and Max Hero, cello). Winners receive a cash award, a gift certificate for printed 
music, and an opportunity to perform for the state. You can listen to the winners' recital 
at 7:00 PM on Wednesday, April 30, on NPR News & Classical Music Network stations, 
or attend the free concert at the Wisconsin Union Theater in Madison (seats are first 
come, first served). 
 
Islam Series 



The UW Social Science Research Council has awarded $92,598 to WPR to produce a 
series of programs with information on Islam and the Muslim world.  The grant provides 
funds to reach out to local, national and international communities through new media 
activities such as websites, podcasts, blogs, chats and digital storytelling, as well as a 
broadcast series on Jean FeracaÕs Here on Earth radio program.  The project will help 
WPR to accomplish our goals of community engagement, social networking, and 
integrating the internet with our radio broadcast platform. 
 
Open House 
WPR opened the doors of its Madison headquarters at Vilas Hall on February 24, and 
welcomed more than 300 listeners to an open house, with special guest Neil Conan, host 
of NPRÕs Talk of the Nation.  Guests toured the WPR facilities and mingled with WPR 
on-air personalities. 
 

 

WPR's Larry Meiller, Brian Bull, and Norman Gilliland (left to right) laugh  
at a comment from Neal Conan, host of NPR's Talk of the Nation, during  
an open house at the Madison studios in February. 
 

Awards 

Some of the awards WPR has won during recent months include: 

From the Wisconsin Broadcasters' Association: 
  
Glen Moberg:  first place for writing,  

third place for use of audio: Daybreak on Buena Vista Grasslands 



Patty Murray:   second place for sports report: Aussie Packer Fan 
                       third place in the 'undefined category': Island Wheat 
Chuck Quirmbach:  second place in the 'undefined category' for Grandmas without 

Borders. 
Brian Bull:   third place for feature: Mustard Mania 
  
From the Associated Press: 
  
Patty Murray: first place for enterprise reporting, for Island Wheat 
  
 From the Milwaukee Press Club:  
  
Shawn Johnson won an award for his coverage of the state budget talks. 
Gil Halsted won an award for his series on programs to help freed prisoners stay out of 
prison. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


